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MED Week, held annually since 1983, recognizes minority businesses’ contributions to the nation’s economy.  

In his proclamation this year, President Bush urged all Americans to join together in honoring minority 

entrepreneurs across the country in appropriate observances.   

 “MED week is a symbol of achievement and success and is a testimonial to the hard work and dedication 

of all small business owners, both here in Rhode Island and nationwide,” said SBA’s Regional Administrator 

Jeffrey Butland.  “William Sanchez is an inspiration to anyone who is already in business or wishes to start one 

and he embodies just what the SBA has stood for for more than 50 years.” 

 The Rhode Island Minority Enterprise Development Week celebration is scheduled December 1-5, 2003. 

The celebration will include a minority business expo, networking reception, awards dinner, and a series of free 

professional development workshops.               

  “I am pleased that the SBA has played a role in Mr. Sanchez’s growth and prosperity,” said Mark S. 

Hayward, Director of the SBA Rhode Island District Office.  “William’s Financial Services is a successful 

small business that has created jobs and is making a contribution to the state’s economy.” 

 The conference will feature forums on international trade, the MED Week 2003 Business Expo as well as a 

panel moderated by the SBA to discuss proven strategies to maximize federal procurement opportunities.  

There also will be award ceremonies to honor minority entrepreneurs, minority business advocates and leaders 

in the corporate community.     

 Sanchez is scheduled to attend the National MED Week conference and will accept his award during the 

closing gala on the evening of October 1st.    

 For more information, contact the MED Week 2003 office at 1-877-MEDWEEK or visit the Web site at 

www.medweek.gov. 
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